Key historical events in March:
· March 7, 1945: The U.S. First Army became the first Allied command to cross the Rhine River during WWII, a major feat.
· March 13, 1945: Army nurses from the 51st Field Hospital became the first nurses to cross the Rhine.
· March 19, 1865: The Battle of Bentonville in North Carolina began, serving as the last major battle of the Civil War in which Confederate General Joseph E. Johnston tried to stop General William T. Sherman's advance.
· March 9, 1864: Ulysses S. Grant was commissioned as a Lieutenant General, taking command of all Union armies.
· March 1973: The last U.S. Army combat soldier departed South Vietnam.
· March 1, 1980: The Rapid Deployment Joint Task Force (RDJTF), which later became U.S. Central Command, was established, affecting future Army operations in the Middle East.
· March 2003: U.S. forces began operations in Iraq, with significant milestones including the capture of POWs by Coast Guard forces supporting the Army.
· March 11, 2012: Staff Sergeant Robert Bales murdered 16 civilians in the Panjwayi District of Afghanistan.

